
Blending history, culture 
and spirituality. It invites you 
on an inspiring journey of 
discovery, uncovering rich 
stories that make these 
places significant.

●  Excellent resource for the Year Of Pilgrimage.

●  Very suitable for Catholic schools, parishes and groups. Has 13 Catholic sites.

●  Guidance and practical tips for developing local pilgrimages.

●  Full of great stories and vivid photographs.

Your unique guide 
to 100 sites in 
Aotearoa 
New Zealand
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The Home of Compassion
ISLAND BAY / TAPU TE RANGA MOTU

THE STORY: 
Our Lady’s Home of Compassion in Island Bay is an oasis of peace, tranquillity 
and beauty, a few kilometres from the bustling centre of Wellington. The 
two-and-a-half hectare grounds are open for people to wander round, 
and are an ideal setting for personal or group retreats. The chapel, with its 
stunning contemporary stained glass windows, is the final resting place 
of the Venerable Suzanne Aubert/Mere Hōhepa, founder of the Sisters of 
Compassion Order. Nearby is the comprehensive Suzanne Aubert Heritage 
Centre, Te Pouhere Taonga o Mere Hōhepa.

Suzanne Aubert came to New Zealand in 1860 at the age of 25, in response 
to a missionary recruitment drive by Bishop Pompallier. On arrival, she was 
clear that her interest was in working with Māori and the poor, rather than 
teaching French to the daughters of wealthy colonial families. She served in 
Māori missions in Auckland and Hawke’s Bay before responding to a request 
for nursing and teaching assistance in the Whanganui River settlements. It was 
here that she founded the Sisters of Compassion Order (see p.118) in 1892. 
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REFLECTION: 
In a quiet place you may like to reflect on these three 
quotes from St. Mary MacKillop:

“Have courage and patience and God will help you 
in all things.”

“Much that is hidden from us is known to God, and 
many things which we condemn are pleasing to God 
because God sees the motives and we see only the 
result.”

“Believe in the whisperings of God to your own 
heart.”

SR MARY MACKILLOP

FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Mass is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th 

Sundays of the month at 11:00am. On the other 
Sundays, a liturgical service is held at 11am. 
There are Information boards by the cottage 

and in the church. 

www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_MacKillop

www.marymackillop.org.nz
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Jerusalem / Hiruhārama 
UPPER WHANGANUI RIVER

REFLECTION:
While in the peaceful surroundings of Hiruhārama, reflect on Suzanne Aubert’s 
words that “it is by loving that we learn to love.” And when this is difficult, be 
strengthened by her encouragement to “never lose courage on the journey.” 

Reflection from Sue Cosgrove, Sister of Compassion  
and resident of Our Lady’s Home of Compassion, Island Bay.
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REFLECTION: 

‘Te Ara a Maria’ challenges us to celebrate both things we have in common 
with others and our unique differences. In particular, viewers may like to 
learn about the rich symbolism that threads through the painting. Reflect on 
how this painting might encourage you to learn more about what it means 
to be at home in Aotearoa New Zealand.

FURTHER INFORMATION: 
The website for St Mary’s Parish is: www.smoa.org.nz 

and for the painting is: www.tearaamaria.nz
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Totara Point
NORTH HOKIANGA

THE STORY: 

Bishop Jean-Baptiste Pompallier, Vicar 
Apostolic of Western Oceania, arrived in New 
Zealand in 1838 after his mission endeavours 
in the Western Pacific, with one priest and 
one brother of the Society of Mary, known 
as Marists. On 13 January 1838, in response 
to frequent requests for a Catholic mission, 
spearheaded by timber merchant Thomas 
and Mary Poynton, he celebrated the first 
Catholic Mass on New Zealand soil in the 
Poyntons’ home at Totara Point. (A Christmas 
Day 1769 Mass conducted on board ship 
in Doubtless Bay is recorded as the first 
celebrated in New Zealand waters). An annual 
memorial Mass is celebrated at Totara Point 
on the second Sunday in January.

The establishment of a Catholic missionary presence in Aotearoa was the 
catalyst for an ongoing competitive and often hostile relationship between 
Catholics and Protestants. Pompallier’s approach was that Catholic missions 
should be responsive to traditional Māori 
life and practice, rather than requiring strict 
adherence to imported norms. This had 
considerable appeal to many Māori. 
(Keith Newman, Bible & Treaty).

A RESOURCE FOR THE YEAR OF PILGRIMAGE
A FUNDRAISING 
OPPORTUNITY!

25% DISCOUNT for 10 or more copies ordered direct through the 
publisher:  www.philipgarsidebooks.com  - Then sell at the retail price of 
$49.50 with $12 per copy for your school or parish.  P&P additional. 


